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AMFRICAN CONSULATE
Lagos, Nigeria
Marsh 7, 1942

| -12% o7

My darling Philinda:

This is to introduce to you Mr, Marshall Coock, an old
Lagosian, who oukht to be able to tell you all about me and how
cne lives in Lagos, I think that, the other evening when he was hers,
I even tock him in and showed him all the new bed-room furniture,
~f which more later. I hope youwill have a good talk with Cookie,
if 1t isn't inconvenient, glve him one of your famous meals,
in gsase he gets back to Lagos before vou do, he can tell ne
.cher all the practive in cooking you have been tellinz me about
has been dolng any good. . T

Seriously, though, vou know I r=ally don't care whether
you can boil water or not. I love you so horribly, terridbly and
completely, that anything vou cooked would seem good to me, Your
presence would leven the flattest bread, and although I don't care
much for eating in restaurants, having done so much of it in the
last ten years, I wouldf eat in & dog wagon the rest of my 1ife
if you were perched on a stool beside me,

MARCH 4TH was a capital-letter day for ne. Four of your
gorgeous letters came in all at once, together with twe from Janie
and one from Leon Cowles, a pal of mine who is now in charge of the
Consulate at Vigo, Spain., I took them all up stairs and tried to
drag out the pleasure-by reading the others first, but I had to give
up and read yoursifstead. In some ways I think the short one you
wrote in the middle of the night is the one that touched me most.

I could almost imagine you gitting there, all alene in the quiet of
the morning's early hours, tapping at the typewriter, with that
drawn look about your eyes that people have who can't get to sleep
at night. And then when I read the little prose-poem which you
wrote me, so utterly sincere, I know that you love me, and I also
know that I love you, and somehow our love will span the distance
that is between us. One awakes often at night here, because the bhed
gets so hot you have to move cover, and when I wake so, I think of
you. It is cnly a fleeting thought, not connected with anything

in particular, not even with a mental picture cf you. I think it
is Jjust my sub=-conscdous mind, rising in that half-waking moment to
the surface, and the thought of you ia there,

_ Sometimes I have more definite impressions, Cne of my
favorite day-light dreams is to imagine that I land suddenly 1n ¥iami
from the plane. It is hot, and I am carrying my little cver-night
bag. I walk over the hot streets to find 222 Phoenetia Ave., and

when I come to the apartment, yvou are always there, I don't think
iﬂ the draam +hat T have warned wvon that T was An +ha wvrees A ermaa
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are lesg surprised than 1 would have expected, but equally as pleased,
I think we have dinner together alone, and xkm we will be alone all
evening, and gaybe all night. I wish a courier would fall sick here so
I could fly over - but they don't usually have couriers, since PAA is
supocsed to be absolutely reliable, My drsam doesn't seem very lovely
on paper, but in my mind it is a beautifulZ*¥ Once with you all outside
influences gtop afrecting me; there is only you and I. Ch well - maybe,
some 4aY cesee
And now for a mouent let me drag nyself out of this wishful

thinking and give you gome of the news, Ac you know, I moved into the
apartment over the Consulate when Anderson went to Accra. DBesides the
kitchen, the main point is that we have juct unpacked a whole beautiful
cet of bed-room furniture. There are twin teds, two chests of drawars,
a lady's dressing table with mirror and stool, a atraight chair, and two
bed-sgside tebles. The keds have Simmons springs and mettresses. #11 the .
pleces are metal, as appropriate to this climate, and are painted a light,
cheerful, but not sickly shade of green, to watch the walls, with buff
" " ming. I think it is most attractive, and when I first saw it, it

T could do to keep from sending you a wire to come immediately.

2 you would like it. -

_ One thing that is not so good is that it looks as if I would
not be able to keep the place to myself very loag. VWhen Vice Comsul
MoSwesney comes, Mr. Jester is planning to have him move in to the aparte
ment also. The dining room will be made into a bed-room for him, amd
as there is &n extra bath-~room off it, and the hack of the large sitting
room wlll have to De used for a dining room. This arrangement is abso-
lutely necessary, since living accommodations are simply not to be.
found in Lagos at present. The apartment I formerly had in Ikoyl is
nct being used by the U.S., Army. We now have some Air Control Officers
of the Ferrying Command here to look out for thifr branch of the Service,
ané it was necessary, at least for the present, to zive up the idea of
havins MeSweeney move in out there, However, it is quite posggible that
the situation will have changed entirely by the time vou are able to come
over, 3¢ we woa't worry about it until then, The cuarters 2re ha¥vitable
as they sre, and as long as we are together, I don't care too much
where we are,

Tn one of your letters (every word of all of which 1 love)

you asked about the weather., The main impression that you get at first
is that it ian't as hot as you would expect. The heat is quite different
from what we have at home. After a while, though, you begin to feel it
more and more, The statistivs, with one exception, are not impressive:
Rainfall, about 70" annually, all in the period from April to Ncvember.
The mean day maximum is 85 degrees, the mean night minimum, 72. Hunmid-
ity averages 85%. From this you will guess that it is the latter that
"gets" you. You are always wet with sweat, and it evaporates very slowly
because of the humidity. Therefore you feel hot - hotter than you really
are. Everyone bathes at least twice a day, and I put on & clean shirt
every evenlng as well as clean underwear. I have been lookinz all over
town for a lady over fifty to see what kind of olothes she was wearing,
but T haven't had much luck yet{ in locating one, sinsce most of the ladies
here are somewhat unger. Judging by the two we have in the office,
whose dresses I an effort to notdée after receiving your letter,
they wear light printed materials, apparently cotton. T%ey never wear
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stoeking, because of perspiration and the war. Last night I went to
dinver at the home of the manager of the Shell Company here, and the three

ladies present wore silk tea gowns (I think that's what they're called) =-
long dresges with short sleeves, Frequently short silk dresses are worn
in the evening, and only rarely would you need a formsl evening dress,

ag there are very few formal parties. For instance, last nighty although
although the ladles were beautifully dressed, none of the husbands wore
their ccats. I kept mine on. This is probably making me unpopular,

but I don't feel right without 1t when there are ladies present amd in
some one else's home, 3Begidegs that, I always wear suspenders instead

of a belt, and that doesn't look very good either. For some reason or
other, belis always cut me in two, and I am never comfortable with one
on, I think this is probably due to the fact that I am slightly away-
backed. Your fubture husband is no fine physical specimen, and I hope

you won't be too dlsappointed,

1 see that in discussing the housshold, I forgot to mention
the "staff", Strangely enough, you mentioned getting an old faithful
Innle Tom to look after me, and it so hapvrens that my hov's nsme is

*  He isn't terribly old, but I think he is faithful enough.

11 fellow with a rather protruding jaw and a rich, black skin,
.» English pretty well. His brother, Josiah, is the cook., FHe
.aed Tor Andy when he was here, and I have taken him over intact.

Thompson insigted that we had to have a "amall boy" - i.e., a second
steward, and selected one of his other relatives for the job, Since
Thompson is responsible for all ny clothing and the ditshes and table-
ware, he insists on having a relative for small boy, ard I agreed, al-
though tals particular small poy doesn't speak more than a couple of
words of Tnglish. I asked what his name was, but gave up after two
efforts. Thompson grinned and said,"le no have Lnglish name”, so 1 have
decided to call him Willy, flor no particular reason except that it seeus
appropriate to smull boys in general., I always hated 1t when I was a
little boy. Theumpson zets L£2-5-0 a month, Josiah £2, and Willy has been
termporarily fixed at 10 shillings until I see whether he is any good.
The pound 1s worth Just over $4.00, so you can see the rate of pay 1s not
exhorbitant.

For that sum you get a lot of service. Thompson (I can't vall
him Tom; that would be obencath his dignity) draws the bath iwice a day
and lays out the clothes. With the assistance of the small boy, he
keeps the house more or less clean, waits on the table, buys the food
(with Josieh's agsistance on occasion) does all the errands, pays small
-bills, prepares orange Jjuice for the sta.f of the Consulate every morning,
and is expected to be on hand in ocase I ask people in for a drink at any
hour of the night, although advance notice is desirable. That's a lot
of work for $9.00 a month. The laundry is done twice a week by a wash-
man; Thompson must wmake out a list and see that nothing is missing, If
anything is kisesing and broken, I am supposed to fine him; so far this
contingency hasn't arisen, and I shoulcd find it hard to charge him very
mueh, if anything, I think you would like it here; with some good in-
struction, Josish could be a passing fair cook., His greatest flault is
lack of variety.

Well, nmy pet, Cookie should be along at any minuteynow to say
good=bye and take this letter, I wish I could convince you how much I
redlly love ycu, You're the center plece of my universe, and life would
be a barren void without you. I can't‘ggssibly saynhow much I love you;

S R JE . a —mamem mwwaw hasd asara
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